CANADIAN

DEFENCE
LAWYERS

April 16, 2025

Minister Doug Downey
Attorney General, Ontario
McMurtry-Scott Building
720 Bay Street, 11™" Floor
Toronto, Ontario M7A259

VIA EMAIL: Doug.Downey@ontario.ca

Request for Extension - Civil Rules Review Phase Two Consultation
Dear Minister Downey,

Canadian Defence Lawyers (CDL) is Canada’s only national association of civil defence
lawyers, representing 1200 members with the majority practicing in Ontario, primarily
defending insured claims. We write in response to the Civil Rules Review Phase 2
Consultation Paper to express concerns with the deadline imposed by the CRR Working
Group for associations and members of the public to provide comments and suggestions.

On April 4, 2025, CDL wrote to the Chairs of the Working Group expressing concern about
the lack of meaningful consultation with the personal injury and insurance defence bars.
None of the Working Group practices insurance defence litigation. We enclose a copy of
that correspondence.

The CRR Phase 2 Consultation Paper proposes sweeping changes to the Rules of Civil
Procedure, including the abolition of oral Examinations for Discovery and major changes to
the obligations of potential parties even before litigation is commenced. The proposed
reforms raise serious concerns about access to justice issues for Ontarians, will likely
substantially increase in the cost of litigation (contrary to the stated goals of the reforms),
and substantially increase the demand for judicial resources (another stated goal of the
reforms).

CDL seeks reforms of the civil justice system and has participated in every Ontario
consultation over several decades. However, the proposed wholesale changes in Phase 2
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require adequate time for stakeholders to consider those proposed changes, their rationale
and to provide constructive input.

The Phase 2 Consultation Paper was released to the public nearly one and a half years into
this project. Despite this, Ontarians are afforded only 10 weeks (to June 16, 2025) to
respond. The CRR made no mention that Examinations for Discovery were at risk of being
abolished for their first 15 months of work. This radical change came as a complete
surprise to the litigation bar when the Phase 2 Report was released on April 1, 2025.

Not only is the deadline for comment too short, but the CRR Working Group notes:
“identifying problems with the proposals is most helpful if paired with proposed solutions.”
Ten weeks is simply insufficient time to expect a substantive analysis of the wide-ranging
consequences — mostly negative — of the proposed reforms, and to suggest meaningful
alternative proposals.

We request the deadline for submission of comments and suggestions be extended for all
those wishing to make a response. Consultation on such fundamental reforms cannot be
rushed.

Please consider our request in the spirit in which itis intended. We all share the goal of
improving Ontario’s civil justice system.

Sincerely,

Canadian Defence Lawyers
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